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     In preparation to write this introduction, I pondered
the tremendous difficulty of the past year and a half, an
unprecedented time that took away the ability to do what
all of us are here to do – make music together. After what
felt like a never-ending stretch of online classes,
performing for empty rooms, and physically distanced
ensemble rehearsals that never felt right, the joy of music
making has returned to Presser Hall for the Fall 2021
semester. Even though we are still masked, a delightful
energy permeates the groups of students congregating
outside classrooms, the practice rooms are packed, and
the building no longer feels empty. While we tend to
dwell on the difficulties, lament the feeling of stolen time,
and bemoan the ever-present Covid protocols, look at
what we have done as a community. We have learned in
no uncertain terms that the students, faculty, and staff in
the School of Music are incredibly flexible and resilient.
From learning how to present virtual recitals to
struggling to maintain focus while we stared at the
computer screen for hours on end, we have all shown
that we can overcome adversity and even continue to
have a high level of success. So, although it is easy to sink
into the negative thoughts surrounding the lingering
pandemic complications, let us instead acknowledge that
we are now stronger and have more diverse skills than we
did in 2020. We are making music together again; nothing
can compare to in-person classes, lessons, and
ensembles. With the consistently positive leadership of
our former Dean Timothy Peter, Associate Dean Andrew
Larson, and the new energy and perspective of Dean
Washington Garcia, the Stetson University School of
Music is actively engaged in an exciting future!

Visiting Assistant
Professor of Music



SENIOR  SPOTLIGHT
By: Chloe DasKimberly Blair is a senior oboist pursuing a Bachelor of

Music with an outside field in Education. Kimi has
chosen this major because it gives her multiple
opportunities. Those being the option to have a career
in music education and/or a career as a training
specialist at Publix. Kimi has played in several
ensembles during her time here at Stetson. She’s
played with the University’s Concert Band, Symphonic
Band, Orchestra, two chamber trios and one duet.
Because of all she’s done, it’s difficult to choose just
one memory to call her favorite. Her favorite School of
Music memory is playing with the University
Symphonic Band. What she loves most about Stetson is
the close community and the ability to knock on her
professors doors at anytime of day for support. Her
plans after graduation are to pursue a management
career at Publix. We wish you nothing but the best!

Payten Ford is a senior saxophonist. She’s
currently working toward a degree in Music
Education. Payten has chosen this degree
because she’s always had a passion for teaching
and helping others from a young age. She believes
being a teacher will be a very fulfilling career to
pursue as we set the next generation up for
success. Payten has so many good memories from
her time here at Stetson that it’s hard to choose
just one. She’s grateful to attend a school that
allowed several opportunities academically and
socially. In her time here, she’s been involved with
Sigma Alpha Iota, CNAfME and the Stetson School
of Music Student Advisory Council. Payten’s
favorite thing about Stetson is the people. She
says everyone is so kind to one another and
willing to help each other. She also loves that the
community, especially within the school of music,
is so close. 
Her plans after graduation are to teach at the elementary level, focusing on students
with disabilities. She doesn’t know where she’ll will be teaching, but her plan is to stay
within the Central Florida area for a while after graduation before deciding whether
she’ll attend graduate school for Music Therapy or Music Education. Best of luck Payten
as you move into your internship!



Want to nominate a
faculty or staff member

for next month's
spotlight? Fill out the

Google Survey!

https://forms.gle/3wcamFZkuwepTp4z5

     After meeting her husband in Tallahassee, Dr. Merritt moved to Eustis, where he
could open his veterinary practice. Though she felt she was abandoning her doctoral
purpose, she was content with settling down, having their son, and keeping in touch
with the faculty at Stetson should they need adjunct help. When their son was about a
year old, however, Dr. Merritt discovered an opening at Stetson while combing her
weekly ads, contacted Dr. Christeson before applying, and the rest is history. “Before
we moved, I jokingly told my husband, ‘You're asking me to be a stay-at-home mom
because the only place I would want to work down there is Stetson and there's never
any turnover,’ and then lo and behold, right at the perfect time, there was, so I think it
was meant to be in many different ways,” she reflects.
     Clearly, Dr. Merritt has a special relationship with Stetson, herself, but also defines
Stetson as a special place because of the relationships the faculty have with one
another. “Musicians can often be a little full of their own ego and a little more focused
on the desire to promote themselves, but across the board, you don't find that attitude
here at Stetson; you find a very collaborative, supportive environment," Dr. Merritt
explains. "The fact that the voice faculty chooses to go to lunch together once a week is
a very special thing that you don't find everywhere, and I think that spirit of
camaraderie and collaboration bleeds through into everything that we do.”

Stetson School of Music Spotlight
By: Sydney Holder

     As Assistant Professor of Music, Voice, and
Coordinator of Voice, Dr. Merritt teaches applied
voice lessons and academic courses in foreign
language diction here at Stetson. While pursuing her
doctorate at Florida State, Dr. Merritt stumbled
across Stetson while accompanying her lifetime voice
professor in touring universities across Florida. “We
came and gave a joint recital in Lee Chapel, and I
remember thinking, ‘Wow! This building is so special
and so gorgeous, it would be so amazing to teach
here,’” Dr. Merritt beamed.

     Outside of the school of music, Dr. Merritt performs and
continues her research on the dying French dialects and
unpopular songs of Composer Joseph Canteloube. With a
grant from Stetson, Dr. Merritt was able to go to France three
summers ago to study the dialects and, from her research,
was able to record a CD of the songs using correct
pronunciation.

Dr. Merritt - Assistant Professor of Music,
Voice, and Coordinator of Voice



     Lastly, Stetson welcomes Justin Dalisay as the
new music recruiter. Justin graduated from Stetson
back in 2019 with a BMoF in business. He studied
under Dr. Robinson in classical guitar but now
enjoys playing electric guitar, mostly jazz and
classic rock. Justin is excited for things to come.
With new members of faculty and the Dean, there
is a new energy here than when he was a student.
The School of Music is growing and expanding, and
Justin is excited for it. “I missed campus.” Justin
explains when asked why he decided to return to
Stetson. Justin also urges for everyone to “Just take
it all in. Take it all in, even when everything is piling
up. Your music history exam, your senior recital.
Just stop and smell the roses. It what you’re gonna
miss most.” Join us in welcoming Stetson’s newest
faculty Hatters!

Welcoming our newest Hatters to the School of Music
By: Mel Clark

     With the retirement of Dr. Robinson, the
guitar professor, Stetson welcomes Dr. Adam
Kossler as the new visiting professor of guitar.
Dr. Kossler, alum to Florida State University, is
no stranger to Stetson School of Music. When
asked why Stetson, Dr. Kossler exclaims the
reputation of the guitar program and the
School of Music as a whole is well known
everywhere. Dr. Kossler is ecstatic to be here
at Stetson, to be able to fill in very big shoes.
He plans on expanding the guitar program
with heavy recruitment and hopes to bring
back the Stetson Guitar Festival. He also looks
forward to collaborating with the amazing
faculty here at Stetson.
     Stetson also welcomes a new member of the voice studio, Dr. Michael Foster.
Dr. Foster is the new Opera and voice professor. Dr. Foster is excited to see his
students grow into their characters for the production of Into the Woods by
Stephen Sondheim. “It’s different” Dr. Foster explains, “Its different from
productions in Stetson’s past.” With more spoken dialogue than previous
productions, Dr. Foster can’t wait to see his students explore their characters
and try something new. 

Presser Hall is filled with new friendly faces this Fall. On top of welcoming
a new Dean to the School of Music, Stetson welcomes several new

members of faculty this fall. 



Brain Teaser 

Down
1. Slow  and solemn
2. The temporary disregard of tempo to allow
expressive quickening and slackening
3. Dance music that is very common in the jazz
ensemble setting
4. A slide from one note to another 
5. Half 
6. Metrical pause or break between phrases 
10. Gradually increasing speed
13. Italian for “plucked”; commonly found in string music   
14. One or more unstressed notes before the first bar
line of a piece or passage
19. Strong and accented
20. Momentary emphasis on a note
22. The holding of a note or rest for an unspecified
length

Across
7. Sustain
 8. A combination of movements or dances 
9. Gradually decreasing speed
11. Lively, cheerful, brisk 
12. A passage that brings a piece to an end; commonly
found in jazz ensemble settings
15. The featured section of a march 
16. Slowly 
17. With sudden emphasis 
18. Growing slower and softer
21. The whole ensemble
23. Attack or begin immediately without pause 24. Light
and lifted 
25. A style of music that is meant to be danced to; in
triple meter but is usually felt in one

By: Sara Pyburn



Check out what
we're listening to on

Spotify!

Moments through Music
By: Michelle Mila

School of Music Alumni Features
By: Julianna Tuttle

We want to hear all about your journeys
and adventures since graduating from
the School of Music. If you are
interested in sharing your story please
reach out to the Presser Periodical team
at presserperiodical@gmail.com We will
then get in contact with you so we can
get all of the details to feature you in an
upcoming publication of the Presser
Periodical.

October 19th, 1701 - La púrpura de la rosa (“The blood of the rose”) by Thomas de
Torrejón y Velasco premiered. He was a composer and organist who worked at the
Cathedral of Lima in Peru. He composed this opera based on one that was made 40
years beforehand after the original music was lost. Torrejón also adjusted the opera to
cater more to his audience. The opera was used for political purposes. Its premiere
commemorated the first anniversary of the new king coming into power, and was
meant to help gain support from the people. This is Torrejón’s most well-known work
October 29th, 1787 - Mozart’s opera, “Don Giovanni,” premiered at the National Theater
of Bohemia.
October 28th, 1896 - Howard Hanson was born in Nebraska. He was highly influential
in American classical music. Hanson was a conductor, composer, and educator among
other things. His composition was inspired by the Romantic period and his Nordic
heritage. He wrote many pieces for piano, voice, and orchestra.
October 1st, 1903 - Vladimir Horowitz was born. He was a Russian-American classical
pianist known for his incredible technique. His skills were honed from a young age, and
he entered a conservatory at just 12 years old. 
October 8th, 1930 - Tōru Takemitsu, a composer who wrote classical music and film
scores, was born in Japan. Takemitsu taught composition at Yale University. He was an
early adopter of modern atonal techniques such as serialism, and his writing was
influenced by jazz



By: Presley Fiore
 Western art classical music would not be what it is today without the contributions
of individuals in the LGBTQ+ community. With October being LGBTQ+ History
Month, it is important for us as musicians to acknowledge and honor all that queer
people have done for our practice.
 Take Jean-Baptiste de Lully, who was the official composer of the French royal court
in 1653 where he created the French-style opera and revolutionized court dances. He
was known amongst the court for his various relations with both men and women.
 Or how about the better known George Frédéric Handel, who brought opera to
popularity in Britain and whose music was the inspiration for later composers like
Mozart and Beethoven. Well, Handel hung out in social circles full of gay men of the
royal English palace.
 Ethel Smyth was the first female composer to be granted “damehood” in England in
1922 where she actively fought in the suffragist movement. Her opera The Wreckers
is considered to be one of the most important English operas of the time period.
Smyth fell madly in love with writer Virginia Woolf as well as several other women.
  Frédéric Chopin was nominated to be one of the 2021 LGBTQ+ History Month Icons.
His many romantic letters to men were covered up and hidden for years, and have
only recently been uncovered. His official day of celebration this month is October 4,
so make sure to listen to one of his pieces to honor and remember his contributions
to classical music.
 Moving into the present, we all likely know about Aaron Copland, Benjamin Britten,
Leonard Bernstein, and Samuel Barber, but someone you probably don’t know much
about is Wendy Carlos, revolutionary of electronic music and a transgender woman.
In the 1960s and ’70s, she popularized electronic music with her album Switched on
Bach in which she plays classic Bach compositions on a Moog synthesizer. She also
composed the scores for movies such as A Clockwork Orange, The Shining, and Tron.
 As we near the end of 2021, we can look to so many more composers and musicians
who can live freely as themselves, but we must always remember our past. Omar
Thomas did this in his composition A Mother of Revolution! which is soon to be
featured by the Stetson University Symphonic Band on their October 22nd concert.
This piece honors Marsha P. Johnson, a trans woman of color, who was one of the
instigators of the Stonewall Riots and championed the fight for LGBTQ+ rights. Our
queer past might be hidden behind intentional erasure and homophobia, but we have
so much to look forward to as queer artists continue to create, revolutionize, and
trail blaze.

A Forgotten History, but a Bright Future

October is LGBT History Month 
 an annual month-long observance of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

history, and the history of the gay rights
and related civil rights movements. It was
founded in 1994 by Missouri high-school

history teacher Rodney Wilson.



Take the time to leave Presser this month. Here are some exciting events happening in
Volusia County that won’t take up all your time or drain your wallet. 

The Athens Theatre is performing Clue: The Musical from September 28th to October
17th. Tickets are only $11 for Stetson students. 
 
The Witches’ Ball Fundraiser Gala for the Museum of Art is on October 2nd!  Come out
to support the arts and get spooky (yet fancy). Tickets are $50 a piece. 
 
The Deland Indie Market: Fall Edition is happening on October 3rd in downtown
Deland. Gather your friends and shop till you drop! 
 
The Deland Original Music Festival is on October 30th in Downtown Deland. Come
discover new, rising artists in our area! 
 
Mindquest Escape Rooms in Downtown Deland will challenge your mind and scare you
to death! Prices may vary. 

Get Out of Presser
By: Chelsea Greer

Instruments of Healing 
'Community Outreach Through Music'

 Wednesdays at 6pm in Presser 112
      Instagram: susom_ioh

for more information contact
acullen@stetson.edu

Stetson's ACDA Chapter is
open to all music majors
interested in what goes
behind the scenes when
working with any choir!
We meet on Monday
evenings at 6 PM in Tinsley
and we are currently doing
a conducting series this
semester with guest
speakers coming to our
meetings. If you are
interested in joining, reach
out to either Juliana
Bolano or Dominique
Robinson for more
information. We hope to
see you all next week!

Mu Beta Psi
@mbpstetson

Friday, October 15th 6-8PM, Presser 112 - Positivity Day with
MBP! Come write letters, notes, or cards about the things you
like about Stetson, the School of Music, a professor, a friend,
the local community, or anything that brightens your day!
Reflect on the things that bring you positivity, hang out and
talk about the little things at Stetson, and if you'd like you can
put your positivity notes up on the Mu Beta Psi board in
Presser!
Friday, October 22nd, 7-9PM, Presser 132 (Tinsley) - Friends of
Psi Music and Art Share: Come hang out, perform live, share a
recording of your playing, bring/submit art, or support the
artists sharing their work! 

But if you really want to stay in Presser, check
out these amazing organizations and events
happening during October!
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October is National Arts and Humanities Month
October 1st - Fall Break - No Classes
October 4th - Academic Advising Begins
October 6th - Mid-Term Grades due by 10am
October 7th - Guitar on the Rocks - 7pm Tinsley 
October 8th-9th - Stetson Choral Festival
October 10th - Great Organist Series Charles Tompkins - 3pm Lee
Chapel
October 13th - Faculty Chamber Music Concert - 7:30pm Lee Chapel
October 15th - Symphony Orchestra Concert - 7:30 Lee Chapel
October 17th - Faculty Recital - Dr. Chandler - 7:30 Lee Chapel
October 19th - Values Day - No Undergraduate Classes
October 20th - Guitar Ensemble - 7:30 Lee Chapel
October 22nd - University Symphonic Band Concert - 7:30 Lee Chapel
October 23rd - University Concert Band Concert - 7:30 Lee Chapel
October 24th - FL NAfME Collegiate Fall Conference
October 25th - Registration for Spring 2022 Begins
October 26th -  Sounds New XXVIII | First Glimpse Student Composers 
                             Showcase - 7:30 Lee Chapel
October 28th-30th - FL State ACDA Conference
October 29th-30th - Stetson Opera Theatre - 7:30 Athens Theatre

Suggestions? Questions?

 Ideas for the next publication?

Tell Us!

"Better than the Catalog"

What's Happening this Month in the SoM?

https://calendar.stetson.edu/site/deland/event/great-organist-series--charles-tompkins/

