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Tenacious Movement
towards May 2021 for
the School of Music

On behalf of the faculty within the School of Music
and across our campus, I want to offer words of
encouragement and profound thanks for the diligent
efforts in which, you --- our students have put forth
during this entire academic year. Specifically, now
realizing our movement towards the middle of the
spring 2021 semester and finishing up in May, I want
to share what I see every day. I see the tenacity in
individual student preparation, practice, and
performance in lessons. I see the tenacity in our
ensembles being flexible regarding a variety of
spaces, instrumentation, and modified schedules. I
see the tenacity of students balancing an online life
with classes and additional face-to-face work while
juggling a complicated weekly schedule with a variety
of modalities. I see the tenacity of our students and
the burning desire to create art in chamber music. I
see the tenacity of our students deeply interested in
diverse voices, inclusivity, and radical welcome of all.
Finally, I see the tenacity in this School of Music
family made up of students, staff, and faculty who
remain focused on safety, community, and musical
excellence. Together, we are stronger; together, we
will continue to build each other up; together, we will
make it to May 2021. The faculty is here for you. I am
here for you.
In gratitude, Dr. Peter

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Sarah Lightbody, a flute/piccolo music education major, has
had quite the four years at Stetson. Before declaring her major,
she felt unsure what major to choose. She always wanted to
teach and she truly enjoyed music, and as soon as she started
her degree, she knew it was the one for her. She felt called to it
and throughout the years, “it just made sense”. Her goal for
after graduation is to teach middle school band somewhere in
Florida. When asked why she chose Stetson, Sarah says,”It’s
unmatched, there’s no other school like it.” For Sarah, and
many others, it’s the community aspect of the school that
makes everything worthwhile. Everyone is rooting for each
other and wants to see each other succeed. “Don’t be afraid to
ask questions or ask for help, get what you need and be able to
move on quicker.” is Sarah’s advice for anyone in the School of
Music. The right people will find you, and for Sarah, her people,
found her during the pandemic. Her music education
colleagues became very close during the pandemic and for
Sarah having those relationships with them, has been the best
thing to come out of the pandemic and her four years.
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Sarah Lightbody
Music Education
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Caleb Roberts is a senior music minor who when asked
about his time at Stetson, a smile comes across his face.
A baritone singer, he reflects on the Concert Choir East
Coast Tour of Spring 2020. It was the highlight of his
time at Stetson and of 2020. A time enjoyed with friends
and professors, and a time of performing, something he
enjoys. Caleb likes being a music minor because it
allows him to be involved in all of the music, but still
allows him to explore other things outside of it. Like his
newly found hobby of streaming on Twitch. He chose
Stetson for his undergrad because of the community
and accessibility of the School of Music. His professors
have also become his main mentors, and have been the
ones to push him in what he loves to do. Caleb plans to
move to the Orlando area after graduation to enter the
professional theatre scene there. After his time at
Stetson, his advice to younger and incoming students is
simple : "Take every opportunity you can while also
taking breaks. Take time for yourself."

Stetson School of Music Spotlight

Dr. Phillips - Director of Bands
and Associate Professor of Music
A love of education and a passion for music are
two of the things that make Dr. Phillips himself.
As the Director of Bands, Dr. Phillips oversees all
the bands at Stetson with the help of Dr.
Hennessey.
Dr.
Phillips
also
teaches
Intermediate and Advanced Conducting, along
with (every other Fall) a Wind Band Literature
class. Growing up, Dr. Phillips was always around
music. He was in his church’s choir, and in high
school he wanted to take over his own high
school’s program once he got his degree.
But coming back to Stetson can be seen almost as a full circle moment for Dr.
Phillips. He loved Stetson even before he started his undergrad here. After a HiNotes visit, he called his mom and told her, “This is it.” He says that he loved
Stetson back then because of the faculty and now he loves Stetson because of
the students. “Everything I do as a teacher and conductor is about them”, he
remarks. His goal as he teaches and mentors is to make sure both the
performers and the audience have a great opportunity and experience. His job as
the Director of Bands takes a lot of time, tending to all the needs of his students
and learning to have a better balance of everything, but Dr. Phillips still manages
to have time for himself. During his spare time - pre-Covid - Dr. Phillips enjoyed
going to Disney World and also enjoys watching movies. But the one thing Dr.
Phillips loves the most, is listening to music. “It feeds my soul and career.”
Want to nominate a
faculty or staff member
for next month's
spotlight? Fill out the
Google Survey!

Dr. Phillips, thank you for always guiding your
students to their fullest potential every time they
walk into your classroom or rehearsal. Your
dedication to the Stetson Band Program does not go
unnoticed and all of your students are very
appreciative of you.

Spotlight Interviews by Julianna Tuttle

Lunch Break

By Nathan West
Stetson CNAfME presents “Lunch Break”, a new
radio show focusing on faculty and students at Stetson
University about their interests beyond the classroom.
This interactive Q+A will take questions from the
audience getting into hobbies and other professions.
Nathan West (C/O ’22) along with his Co-hosts, YOU,
will having a better understanding of what it means to
be a Hatter. All questions and interviewees are selected
by students, so if you have questions or someone you
want to the world to know, visit the QR Code for more
information. “Lunch Break" will air on Thursday’s at
3:15-4:15pm starting March 4th on WHAT Radio and
Stetson School of Music Facebook Live.
Moments through Music

By Presley Fiore

March 3, 1794: Symphony No. 101 in D major, The Clock, by Joseph Haydn is
premiered in Hanover Square Rooms in London, England.
March 5, 1853: Piano company Steinway & Sons is founded by Heinrich Steinweg
(later Henry Steinway) in New York City.
March 6, 1808: The first college orchestra in the United States is founded at
Harvard.
March 7, 1917: The first jazz record, "Dixie Jazz Band One Step," and "Livery
Stable Blues," was released by the Original Dixieland Jass Band.
March 11, 1851: Giuseppe Verdi's opera "Rigoletto" premieres in Venice.
March 22: In 1930, Stephen Sondheim is born, and 18 years later, in 1948, Andrew
Lloyd Webber is born.
March 23, 1743: George Frideric Handel's oratorio "Messiah" premieres in
London at the Covent Garden Theatre (now known as the Royal Opera House).
March 28, 1842: The Vienna Philharmonic performs its first concert led by
German composer and conductor Otto Nicolai.
March 29, 1795: Ludwig van Beethoven makes his debut performance as a pianist
in Vienna playing (what was likely) his First Piano Concerto op. 15.
March 31, 1841: Robert Schumann's 1st Symphony in Bb Major is premiered by the
Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra with conductor Felix Mendelssohn.

Announcements
March is Music in Our Schools Month (MIOSM)

For more than 30 years, March has been officially designated by the National
Association for Music Education (NAfME) for the observance of Music In Our Schools
Month® (MIOSM®), the time of year when music education becomes the focus of
schools across the nation. The purpose of MIOSM is to raise awareness of the
importance of music education for all children – and to remind citizens that school is
where all children should have access to music. MIOSM is an opportunity for music
teachers to bring their music programs to the attention of the school and the
community, and to display the benefits that school music brings to students of all
ages.MIOSM and the events surrounding it are the ideal opportunities for increasing
awareness of the benefits of high quality music education programs in our nation’s
schools. NAfME hopes that teachers, students, and music supporters alike will find
ways to join in on the celebration through creative activities and advocacy.*

Stetson CNAfME High School Theory Tutoring

Stetson CNAfME is offering free music theory tutoring to local high schools via Zoom.
The first meeting for High School Theory tutoring will be held from 7pm-9pm on March
17th. There will be a sign-up link posted to the Link Tree, found in the @stetsoncnafme
Instagram or Facebook bio or lintr.ee/stetsoncnafme where students can sign up to
teach for a 30-minute time block. Students are not limited to one 30-minute time
block, they can sign up for as many as they please! This will be a great opportunity for
our Music Education students and anyone else interested, to get a hands-on teaching
experience, all while providing free tutoring for high school theory students. If anyone
has questions about the High School Theory Tutoring, they can email Payten Ford at
pvford@stetson.edu

The Presser Periodical will now be published the 1st of every month, if you would like an
announcement in it please email your announcement to Mel Clark at abclark@stetson.edu at
least a week prior to the 1st of the month.
*taken from the nafme.org Music in Our Schools Month website

Brain Teaser

Word Search Time

Check out what
we're listening to on
Spotify

Take a break from studying and try our wordsearch. This
month's theme is "Musical Instruments". In the above
puzzle you will find all sorts of musical instruments,
ranging from classical Western instruments to ones from
all around the world. Find as many as you can. The first
person to find the most words and emails their answer to
presserperiodical@gmail.com by the end of the month will
recieve a sweet treat. Good Luck!

What's Happening this Month in the SoM?

March 9th-10th - No Classes: Community Days
March 16th - ACDA Meeting with Dr. Larson - Conducting Masterclass
March 17th-19th - Great Guitar Extravaganza via Facebook Live
March 17th - Stetson CNAfME High School Music Theory Begins
March 29th - Registration for Fall Semester Classes Begins at 9:00pm
March 29th - 96+ Credits
March 30th - 64-95 Credits
March 31st - 48-63 Credits
April 1st - 32-47 Credits
April 5th - 0-31 Credits
*Earned Credits does not include currently enrolled credits.
Instruments of Healing meets biweekly on Thursdays at 4:30pm on Zoom,
next meeting - March 11th. Check their Instagram bio @susom_ioh for
more information
Have your Birthday in
the next
Presser Periodical!

March Birthday SHOUT OUT!

Kaitlyn S.'s big day is March 6th!
Alexis R.'s birthday is March 12th!
Juliano B. 's special day is March 14th !
Melody Q. celebrates her birthday on
March 23rd!
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