APRIL 2021 | VOL. II

THIS ISSUE'S
FEATURED
ARTICLES:

Senior Spotlight - 2
Stetson Spotlight - 3
Study Season - 4
Moments through
Music - 4
What's Happening? - 5
Brain Teaser - 6
Let's Get Out of
Presser - 7

PRESSER
PERIODICAL
MESSAGE FROM
DR. LEFILS

"The Stetson Secret
Sauce to Success"

Has Stetson University and the School of Music found the secret sauce
of success? I think so. Is it talent? Is it effort? No, what I think makes
graduates of the Stetson University School of Music so great is not their
talent or effort, it is their talent with effort. All students who are
accepted into our prestigious undergraduate School of Music are
talented individuals. They're talented as musicians, scholars, and as
loving and accepting human beings. I believe our greatness stems from
our students’ ability to passionately persevere through stress, hardship,
and feelings of being overwhelmed in pursuit of their ultimate goals in
life; whether that be in performance, education, or business. This
willingness to persevere even though it may be uncomfortable or
inconvenient is known as grit, and the School of Music graduates have
this in buckets!
It takes grit to successfully graduate from our programs just as it
takes grit to be successful in a career in music. Is it difficult to graduate
with a degree from the Stetson University School of Music? Of course it
is, but if we were completely honest with ourselves, we wouldn't have it
any other way!
So, you might ask yourself what does a gritty Stetson Music Major
look like? To me, they exhibit the following four behaviors: (1) They have a
fascination with their discipline that ceaselessly stokes their curiosity
and drives them towards unveiling the mysteries of their path. (2) They,
like all other paragons of greatness, will do whatever it takes to improve;
every day, regardless of their current level of achievement. (3) They will
see their greater purpose, their ultimate goals, as clearly threaded into
their daily lives. They see a purpose and a calling behind every choice and
decision they make. As the old saying goes, there are two types of
bricklayers, the one that builds a cathedral and the one that builds the
house of God. The gritty Stetson Music Major understands this
difference. And finally, (4) the gritty Music Major chooses to take on a
growth mindset. This is the mindset where anything is possible and even
though they may feel overwhelmed and burdened, they understand that
this time is simply a means to achieving their ultimate goal and will not
allow themselves to feel shame, pity, or other destructive self-beliefs.
So, as we turn the corner on this Spring 2021 semester, the most
successful among us, the ones on a pathway to greatness will choose to
take on a growth mindset and thrive. They will thrive when the semester
gets stressful. They will persevere when they feel overwhelmed. They will
passionately pursue their greatness even though they’re presented with
challenges. This is what it means to be gritty. Let’s finish gritty Hatters!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

miranda graham
bachelor of music with an
outside field in german
class of 2021

Miranda Graham is a senior who receiving a Bachelor of Music
with an Outside Field in German. Miranda fell in love with
Stetson during a summer choral festival which showcased
high schoolers doing opera scene in amazing costumes.
Throughout her time, she continued her vocal in the
university’s opera ensemble. In fact, her fondest memory of
Stetson was performing as Pamina in Mozart’s Die
Zauberflote, “I’m just always excited when there’s a character I
get to play.” When she’s not singing on stage, Miranda loves to
bake, knit and listen to audiobooks during her long drives
commuting home. Being a commuter isn’t easy, there’s a fear
of not being able to connect with other students due to the
distance. Miranda found her friends through Sigma Alpha Iota
where she developed life-long friendships, “I love being
friends with people outside of the [vocal] studio”. Miranda
wants to perform professionally in places like Germany and
Austria. She also wants to learn vocal pedagogy and teach
private lessons. As graduation approaches, Miranda leaves us
with important advice: “Make sure you take care of your
mental and physical health…the more you take care of
yourself, the happier you’ll be.”

Wade Hart is a well-rounded senior with a Bachelor of SciencePhysics and a music minor. People are always shocked when
they see him on recital and the program displays his major isn't
music. Wade primarily plays saxophone, “all the saxophones”,
but that doesn’t stop him from being in a vast number of
ensembles. Throughout his four years, he performed with
Stetson’s Concert, Symphonic, and Jazz Band, Flute Choir,
Clarinet Choir, and chamber ensembles. A lot of memories were
formed through these instrumental experiences. His favorite
experience was the Symphonic Band tour in 2019, “It’s such a
unique experience going somewhere to play with your friends.
It’s so cool where music can take you.” When Wade graduates,
he wants to go to a graduate university and have a successful
career in engineering while also playing as much as he can,
“[music] is a lot of work for a creative outlet, but the payoff is
always worth it.” Wade has a bright future ahead of him, but he
leaves us with this advice: “It’s important to find a home outside
of music, find a passion or hobby, something that challenges
you in a way outside of music, it makes you a more wellrounded human.”

wade hart
Bachelor of science - physics
music minor
class of 2021

Interviews by Nathan West

Stetson School of Music Spotlight

Dr. Clark - Assistant Professor of Cello
and Coordinator of Chamber Music
Music can overcome any language or cultural barrier. It is
something that in one way or another connects all of us
together. Dr. Clark, Stetson’s Assistant Professor of Cello
and the Coordinator of Chamber Music, agrees with that
statement wholeheartedly. She says, “So many of our
most complex and intimate feelings slip through the
cracks of what our words are able to express, but not
through the cracks of what music is able to express, even
without words.” Music knows no confines and despite any
divides we have as a world, music allows us to connect
with each other.
In our own world, at the corner of Woodland Boulevard
and Michigan Avenue, Dr. Clark remarks that one of the
best parts of the School of Music is the community. Like
many of us, Dr. Clark agrees that the energy the School
brings is one of a kind. With the past year being full of
new challenges for all of us, the energy that her students
and colleagues give Dr. Clark hope and energy for the
future. While teaching, Dr. Clark says that there is
nothing in life quite like a front row seat in the evolution
of a curious, passionate, and hard-working young mind.
Dr. Clark not only maintains an active role in the School
of Music, during the summer, she is a Co-Founder and
Co-Artistic Director of the Flatirons Chamber Music
Festival. The idea came to her when she spent a summer
touring and performing chamber music in Denmark. The
festival allows the opportunity to program concerts with
innovative repertoire, bring music to non-classical
venues, design interactive events with our audiences,
partner with other local nonprofits to raise money for at
risk youth, and engage with audiences who have not yet
fallen in love with classical music. The festival is another
example of how music connects all of us in ways we
would never think of.

"TO ME, MUSIC IS A MAGIC THAT
OFFERS US THE OPPORTUNITY TO
BOTH SHARE THE TRUTH OF OUR
REALITIES AND TO ESCAPE THEM. IT
IS A MYSTERY THAT CAN BE
PURSUED FOR LIFETIMES OVER, YET
NEVER COMPLETELY UNDERSTOOD. "

Want to nominate a
faculty or staff member
for next month's
spotlight? Fill out the
Google Survey!

Thank you Dr. Clark for
being so supportive of your
students and for sharing a
new perspective of music
with us.

Interview by Julianna Tuttle

'Tis the Season to be Studying

By Presley Fiore

It's April which means that juries and finals are right around the corner. Here are
some studying and practicing tips from Stetson students!
Sara Pyburn ('24) practices with the metronome.
Ana Koerber ('23) suggests having study sessions with friends.
Leo Ramirez ('24) gets lots of sleep... and studies with a nice playlist.
Juliana Bolaño ('22) likes to take everything one step at a time so she doesn't get
overwhelmed.
Julianna Tuttle ('24) suggests taking breaks, walking outside and petting a dog.
Melody Quiroga ('23) says that time management is often the key to success.
And remember, yes finals and juries are important, but they aren't more
important than your mental health. Take breaks in between studying or
practicing and make time for you. Good luck everyone, we got this!
Moments through Music

By Presley Fiore

April 2, 1842: The USA’s oldest symphony orchestra, The New York Philharmonic
is founded.
April 5, 1960: Leonard Bernstein conducts a special performance of the New
York Phil at the White House for President Eisenhower.
April 7, 1805: Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 (Eroica) has its first public airing in
Vienna.
April 11, 1689: Henry Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas is first performed at Josias Priest’s
School for Young Ladies in Chelsea.
April 14, 1856: Clara Schumann plays for the first time for London audiences
performing Beethoven’s Emperor Concerto.
April 20, 1904: Gustav Holst takes over from Ralph Vaughan Williams as a singing
teacher at James Allen’s Girls’ School in London.
April 22, 1912: Contralto Kathleen Ferrier is born in Higher Walton, England.
April 24, 1915: Crowds gather outside the Moscow apartment of Alexander
Scriabin as news travels that he is dying, he dies three days later on April 27th.
April 29, 1936: Conductor Zubin Mehta is born in Mumbai.
April 30, 1902: Debussy’s opera Pelléas et Mélisande is premiered in Paris (Ravel
attends the premiere… and the next 30 performances).

What's Happening this Month in the SoM?

April is Jazz Appreciation Month!
April 1st - Instruments of Healing Meeting at 4:30pm via Zoom, link in Instagram
bio, @susom_ioh email acullen@stetson.edu if interested or have any questions
April 2nd - University Holiday (No Classes)
UPDATE - Class registration dates have changed! Registration begins at 9:00pm
each day based on earned credits*
April 5th - 96+ credits
April 6th - 64-95 credits
April 7th - 48-63 credits
April 8th - 32-47 credits
April 12th - 0-31 credits
*Earned Credits does not include currently enrolled credits
April 7th - Stetson Guitar Studio Ensemble Concert - 7:30pm Livestreamed on
YouTube Channel
April 7th - "Skunk Recital" - 8pm Lee Chapel - will be recorded and posted on
Stetson NAfME Collegiate Facebook and Instagram
April 9th - FL NAfME Collegiate Game Night hosted by Stetson University - NAfME
Collegiate Members only
April 13th - Guitar on the Rocks
April 13th - Stetson Showcase (No UG Classes)
April 14th - Last day to DROP a full-term course without Academic Penalty
April 16th - Horn Studio by the Holler Fountain - starts at 12pm - will be recorded
April 28th - Last day to select P/F on full term courses
- Last day to withdraw from all courses
- Classes End
April 29th - Study Day
Final Exams - April 30th-May 1st, May 3rd-May 4th

“The man who disparages music as a luxury
and non-essential is doing the nation an
injury. Music now, more than ever before, is a
national need.”
– WOODROW WILSON

Brain Teaser

Check out what
we're listening to on
Spotify!

Take a break from studying and try our wordsearch. This
month's theme is "Modern Composers". In the above puzzle
you will find all many different modern composers who
have made a difference in the music world with their
compositions. Find as many as you can. The first person to
find the most composers and emails their word bank and a
picture of their completed word search to
presserperiodical@gmail.com by April 20th will receive a
sweet treat. Good Luck!
(Hint - It's always fun to listen to music)

Let's Get Out of Presser

By Erin Bentley

If you’re free on a Friday night, one of the coolest ways to experience
downtown DeLand is at the Artisan Market in Artisan Alley. At this
wonderful weekly event, you’ll see booths selling all sorts of cool items
made by the many talented residents of DeLand and the surrounding area.
There, you’ll find beautiful handmade jewelry, tumblers, paintings, and
more. There are also quite a few places to get some really good food, if
you’re also looking to get out of the CUB.
However, maybe you’re looking for a fun way to stay active. If you go a
little farther down Woodland, you’ll find DynoClimb, a climbing gym with
a rocking (pun intended) dinosaur motif. Inside, you’ll find some routeclimbing, plenty of bouldering, and a gym. DynoClimb is a fantastic place
with a great atmosphere and an even greater staff, who are more than
willing to help you start climbing.
The Presser Periodical is
April Birthday SHOUT OUT!
published the 1st of every Maegan S.'s special day is April 12th!
month, if you would like
Kyori R.'s birthday is April 14th!
an announcement in it
Nathan W's big day is April 16th!
please email your
Sara P.'s birthday is April 20th!
announcement to Mel
Clark at
abclark@stetson.edu at
least a week prior to the
1st of the month

Congratulations to
Prof. Thomas and
Melody Q. for both
winning the word
search from the March
publication! We will be
in touch with you
shortly to give you
your prize!
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